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Condolences to the May Family 
 

The Orange Public School District offers condolences to the May family, on the tragic loss 
suffered in a devastating fire that took place on March 14. The Cleveland Street School 
community has lost a member of their student body and the district and school have 
organized efforts to assist the family. 

Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Ronald C. Lee, authorized a dress down day for Friday, 
March 18, to raise money for the family. At Cleveland Street School, Principal Dr. Cayce J.  
Cummins stated that Grief Counselors were on hand to help students and families deal with 
the loss. The Cleveland PTO organized a Family Game Night, also on March 18, to bring the 
school community together. The admission was a recommended donation from a list of 
items posted on the school’s website (see flyer below).“People in the community have been 
very supportive,” said Dr. Cummins. “We have received many donations and numerous 
calls to see what items are still needed.”  

“We are deeply saddened by this tragic loss and again express our sympathies,” said 
Superintendent Lee. 

Heywood Avenue School Celebrates Engineering Week 
Submitted by Mr. Gerald Murphy, Assistant Principal, Heywood Avenue School 

Heywood Avenue School held their inaugural 
Engineering Week celebration, during the week 
of February 22 through 26. Throughout the 
celebration, students in grades 5 through 7 
participated in a number of activities that 
included an authentic engineering challenge, 
and researching different fields 
of engineering via Google Classroom 
assignments. The week culminated with the 
children interacting with university students 
majoring in engineering, those currently working 
in the engineering field, and university 
professors.  

Pictured: Artificial Intelligence SKYPE 
Session. 
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After learning about the countrywide celebration, an Engineering Week Committee was 
formed to plan the week. It was chaired by Assistant Principal Gerald Murphy and included 
school S.T.E.M Teacher Kevin Rutz, Middle School Science Teacher Eric Clementelli, and 
school Technology Coordinator Anthony St. Jean. The committee partnered with professors 
and students from Stevens Institute of Technology, Rowan University, New Jersey Institute of 
Technology, and Rutgers University. The engineering students, along with professionals 
from the fields of Artificial Intelligence, Chemical, Civil, and Mechanical Engineering either 
visited with the students in person, or “Skyped” with the students throughout the weeklong 
celebration.  

    
Pictured (left to right):  Professors and students from Stevens Institute of Technology. 
 
During the school year, Heywood Avenue School students have been immersing themselves 
in S.T.E.M. related investigations via such programs as the Project Lead the Way curriculum, 
coding classes, the Robotics Club, and Google Classroom assignments. Throughout the 
presentations, grades five through seven students were able to discuss how the S.T.E.M. 
skills they have been developing in school are applied to solving “real-world” problems. In 
addition, the event served to allow the students free access to experts in the field of 
engineering, in order to deepen their investigation of S.T.E.M. professions and the skills 
necessary to prepare themselves to pursue engineering as a major in college.   

As a result of the success of this year’s event, the students and staff of Heywood Avenue 
School plan on making the celebration of Engineering Week a yearly tradition. They are 
looking forward to expanding the event to include a Family Engineering Day, allowing 
students and their parents to participate in investigations. A “Girl Day” that will serve to 
celebrate the accomplishments of women in the engineering field is also in the works for 
next year’s Engineering Week at Heywood.  

Be on the lookout for more S.T.E.M. related events at Heywood Avenue School in the future 
as the school community continues to prepare the students to be successful participants in 
the increasingly competitive technology driven world in which they live!  

 

Black Canadians - Taking the Underground Railroad to Canada 
Submitted by Ms. Miriam E. Martin, Technology Coordinator, Cleveland Street School 
 
Between 1840 and 1860, more than 30,000 American slaves traveled secretly to Canada for 
their freedom.  They escaped to Canada along the Underground Railroad because they 
were being hunted by slave catchers who were paid to return them to their owners, dead or 
alive.  Professional slave catchers, notorious for their cruelty, tracked runaway slaves all the 
way from the deep South to the Canadian border.  Taking no chances by escaping to the 
North, the freedom seekers traveled further to Canada after hearing that it was a country 
that welcomed slaves and refugees.  
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Pictured: Cleveland Street students during SKYPE session 
 
 

Canada has a RICH Black History!   There are many 
notable African-Canadian survivors and achievers.  
The great Harriet Tubman and Josiah Henson, both 
escaped slaves, returned south hundreds of times to 
lead others north. A white Canadian, Alexander Ross, 
travelled to southern plantations, in the guise of a 
gentleman bird fancier, and directed slaves to the 
Underground Railroad.   

  
 
 

This history lesson was delivered live from Ontario, Canada to Cleveland St School students 
via SKYPE with Nova Browning Rutherford, who is a volunteer speaker for Passages Canada, 
the Historica Canada Society.  The two-way video connection was arranged between the 
program director at Passages Canada and Cleveland’s technology coordinator, Miriam 
Martin.   
 

Ms. Nova held the students’ attention during her 
presentation (held twice during the day) with 
picture-slides running simultaneously during her 1-
hour connections.  During her lesson about the 
Middle Passage, she had them bend and touch their 
shoes while seated to experience the cramped and 
awkward positions Africans were in for 3-4 months 
in the bow of the slave ships. Her presentation 
included a map of the numerous escape routes of 
the Underground Railroad from slave states to free 
states and Canada (pictured left).  She also told the 
story of Rev. William King who, in 1849, freed 15 
slaves that he “inherited” and started the Elgin 

Settlement for free people in North Buxton, Ontario, Canada. It was the last stop on the 
Underground Railroad for hundreds of fugitive slaves.  Today it is the Buxton National 
Historic Site and Museum, attracting visitors and tourists - especially during the 80+ year-
old Annual Labour Day Weekend Homecoming.    

 

 

 

Pictured: Principal Dr. Cayce Cummins 
watches program with students.  
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Community Room Opening at Orange Preparatory Academy 
 

On February 9, at a gathering of parents, 
staff and honorees, Orange Preparatory 
Academy (OPA) held a grand opening for 
the school’s new Community Room. The 
room will be used as a meeting place and 
resource facility for OPA families. The event 
honored Ms. Julia Poirier for her generous 
donations to the Community Room, in 
memory of her late brother, Marc Poirier.  
 
Also honored was Mr. Roger Hinton, 
Executive Director of Family Assistance 
Resource Center NJ or FARC. Mr. Hinton 
was helpful in facilitating the donation from 
Ms. Poirier, who could not attend. As well, 
his organization, FARC, actively supports 
and contributes to the Orange Community 
along with OPA students and families. For 
more information about FARC, visit 
http://www.farcnjsupport.com/. 
  
Co-Principal, Ms. Aretha Malloy officiated 
the evening’s presentations, introducing the 
school’s Community School Coordinator, 
Ms. Stephanie Desanges and the	Family 
Liaison at Orange Preparatory Academy, 
Ms. Fatima Hubbard, along with Co-
Principal, Mr. Dana Gaines and Assistant 
Principal, Mrs. Samantha Fossella.  

 
Light 
refreshments 
were served 
during the 
event, as 
visitors, 
including 
Board of 
Education 
members, 

Mrs. Paula Desormes and Ms. Gloria Fisher 
(pictured above) toured the Community 
Room. 
 
 

 
Pictured: Mrs. Hinton visits the Community 
Room. 

 
Pictured (left to right): Ms. Hubbard, Ms. 
Malloy, Mr. Gaines, Mrs. Fossella and Ms. 
Desanges. 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from the Community Room 
Opening. 
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Pictured (left to right): Ms. Malloy, Ms. 
Desanges, Ms. Hubbard and Mr. and Mrs. 
Hinton. 

 
Following the Grand Opening Event, Tom 
Puryear, President of the Oranges and 
Maplewood NAACP, held a Parenting 
Workshop for all parents who attended. 
Parents learned different strategies and 
tips, to ensure a healthy and positive 
Parenting lifestyle.  

 
Pictured: Ms. Malloy presents plaque to Mr. 
Hinton. 

 

The Community Room currently 
accepts school uniforms and book bags 
for OPA students.  

 

 
   
  

The Essex County Oratorical Declamation Tournament  

The Essex County Oratorical Declamation 
Tournament, sponsored by the Essex County 
Steering Committee for Gifted Education, was 
held on March 4, at the Scholars Academy. Four 
schools competed, including students 
representing Scholars Academy (pictured left). 
They were varsity competitors, 8th graders 
Anaija Hilliard and Briana Thomas, and junior 
varsity competitor 5th grader Yasheka Smith and 
timekeepers, 7th grader and 6th grader, 
Cassandra Dawson and Macdala Jean. The other 

competing schools were Whitney E. Houston Academy in East Orange and Heritage Middle 
and Mt. Pleasant Middle Schools in Livingston. 

The Oratorical Declamation participants selected and learned a speech presented in the 
style of the original speaker. For example, the varsity finalists selected Barbara Jordan’s 
keynote address at the Democratic National Convention in 1976, an address by Angela 
Davis at the Black Panther Party Rally in 1969, Conan O’Brian’s Dartmouth Commencement 
Address in 2011 and I am Hope by Kevin Wright. 
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The Scholar’s participants did a wonderful job, 
while they did not place in the final round of the 
competition. The winners were congratulated 
for their preparation and poise in reciting their 
speeches.  
 
Scholars Academy also proved to be a good 
host location, according to principal, Mrs. Karen 
Machuca. The Essex County Steering 
Committee for Gifted Education has asked if 
Scholars Academy can host future competitions.  
 
Superintendent Ronald C. Lee, who was present 
to view the competition, was pleased with the 
forum and looks forward to future participation 
by Orange students. 

 

 
 

 
Pictured (above and left): Students from 
competing schools: Whitney E. Houston 
Academy in East Orange and Heritage 
Middle and Mt. Pleasant Middle Schools in 
Livingston 

 

      
Pictured (left to right): Winners of the Oratorical Declamation Varsity Competition; Winners of the JV 
Competition. 
 

PRIDE in Public Education 
 

The PRIDE in Public Education Expo, 
sponsored by the Essex County Education 
Association, took place from March 11 through 
March 18, at the Livingston Mall. 

The Expo showcased performances by 
Heywood Avenue School’s Vocal and Dance 

Ensembles (pictured above), on opening day, March 11.  
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On March17, Park Avenue School’s third grade chorus, directed by Mr. Scott Clark, 
performed. They sang: Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, Back of the Bus, Eyes on the Prize, 
Hello and Count on Me. They were followed by the Park Avenue Dance Ensemble and the 
students from the Orange Dance Conservatory, directed by Mrs. Deborah Rembert. They 
danced three numbers that were lively and uplifting, to the delight of onlookers and parents 
who came to see their children perform. 

   
Pictured: Park Avenue Third Grade Chorus. 

   
Pictured: Park Avenue Dance Ensemble and Dance conservatory students.. 

Orange’s schools were also represented with colorful art displays, further showcasing the 
talents of our students. 

   

   
Pictured: Orange school displays at Livingston Mall, provided by Dr. Terri Russo, Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction, Professional Development, and Data Assessment. 
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25th Annual Blacks at Microsoft Minority Student Day  
Submitted by Mr. Max Nixon, SmartLab Facilitator/Engineering Instructor, Orange 
High School        

On March 11, The Blacks at Microsoft (BAM) Minority Student Day program 
continued to exceed expectations!  The day began with registration and 
breakfast, followed by this year’s panel speakers who were comprised of 
students from the Tri-State area.  The students were asked a variety of questions 
concerning “STEM” (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math).  They shared 
their views concerning technology and how it has helped them achieve their 
goals. 

The remainder of the morning included breakout sessions with a tour of the 
Microsoft Technology Center, Elevator Pitch and Hour of Code.  After lunch, the 
keynote speaker of the day, Jon Fortt, who is an on-air editor based at CNBC’s 
global headquarters and a member of the ensemble cast of CNBC’s “Squawk 
Alley,” delivered a powerful message.   

 Microsoft’s Youth Spark enlightened the students on internships and recruiting, 
and kept the day interesting and exciting.  Lastly, the day ended with awards 
and closing remarks.  Orange students walked away with numerous prizes, 
certificates and promising opportunities.   

• Leodson Jean-Baptiste (OPA) won two speakers and two portable chargers, 
based on his participation throughout the day.  

• Ken-Isha Davis (OHS) had an interview with a Microsoft Program Director 
based on her biography. 

• Angelo Cullampe Gomez (OHS) won a day in the life of a Microsoft 
employee, at the new Microsoft Flagship store in NYC (date to be scheduled 
in April 2016).   

• Mr. Nixon was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation “For continuous support 
of BAM Student Day for 5+ years” 

   
Pictured: OPA students at Elevator Pitch workshop; Leodson Jean-Baptiste participating in Elevator 
Pitch; Max Nixon, receiving "5+ year Appreciation" award; group picture w/Michael Dunner 
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Pictured (left): OPA/OHS students 
with chaperones, Max Nixon and 
Glenn Gamble and Michael Dunner. 

   

 

 

Student Comments and Feedback: 

 “My trip to Microsoft was both interesting and unique, as an experience. I was able to see 
technology previews and demos, as well as learn basic coding, and real life skills that would 
apply to my life.” - Raffael Davila (OPA)  

“During the trip to Microsoft Technology Center, I had fun exploring what the company had to 
offer. My favorite part was the technology room. I enjoyed it because I saw all the cool things 
the company is planning to build. My other favorite part was when my friend Leo won almost all 
the prizes.” - Brian Quezada (OPA) 

“My experience at Microsoft was intriguing and an experience I will never forget. It was very 
educational and a good learning experience. Everyone should have the chance to go. I learned 
to code, how to interact and network with people and to become a better social person . . . I 
met a lot of people ready to share their knowledge on Microsoft and technology. Hopefully, we 
get to go next year.” - Ahmed Ahmed (OHS) 

“Thank you for the amazing Microsoft experience. I learned a lot and had fun as well! Some of 
the things I learned were business tips, such as how to make an elevator pitch. I feel like that 
was a valuable skill to learn, as I have no idea when I’ll meet someone in the video game 
design field, and if I do, my elevator pitch skills will help me get to know them, and ultimately, 
get to know more about the video game design field. Another thing I liked about the trip was 
the Hour of Code portion. I like it because it gave me a chance to brush up on my coding skills, 
which is a skill I’ll need for my dream job. Overall, I believe that this trip was a very good 
learning experience. Again, I cannot thank you enough.” - Nathan Rene (OPA) 

 

“On behalf of the students, Mr. Max Nixon, and chaperone Mr. Glenn Gamble, we thank 
Mr. Michael Dunner and the staff at Microsoft Corporation, for their continued support in 
providing opportunities and mentorship.  Thanks also to the North Jersey Chapter of the 
Links, for their dedicated support with this initiative each year.”   
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Orange Bridge Program and Upcoming Fundraiser 
 

East Rutherford Youth Event 
Submitted by Ms. Barbara Clark, Treasurer, 
Orange Education Foundation 

On the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday 
this year, Park Avenue and Oakwood 
Avenue Schools’ Bridge Clubs competed in 
a regional youth event at the East 
Rutherford, NJ Hilton Hotel. 

 
Ibrahima Sacko and Tamyra Rumble 
(pictured above), Park Avenue students, 
placed first in their section with a 69.00% 
game and were third overall.  Emmanuel 
Rodriquez and Tyrese Thompson, 
Oakwood Avenue, placed third in their 
section with a 55.63% game. 

 

 
Pictured: Scenes from Bridge Tournament in 
Rutherford. 

Woodbridge Youth Event 
Submitted by Dr. Denise Harlem, 
Technology coordinator/Bridge Advisor, 
Park Avenue School 

Orange students participated in a sectional 
bridge tournament in Woodbridge, NJ on 
March 5. A total of 21 students from 
Oakwood Avenue School, Orange High 
School, Orange Preparatory Academy and 
Park Avenue School joined students from 
Teaneck and several other districts for a fun 
day of competition and friendship. 

 
Pictured: Scene from Bridge Tournament in 
Woodbridge. 
 
 

 
Oakwood Ave student Chidumebi 
Iherobiem, 5th Grade, placed 4th 
North/South with her partner Ashley from 
Teaneck.  

Park Avenue students Justin Dapaah and 
Jaheim Watson placed 4th East/West. 
These young players are commended 
because seasoned high school players 
challenged them. Competition was intense, 
yet they held their own. 

After a fun morning of bridge, students 
enjoyed a delicious lunch and spent time 
socializing. Many of the students made new 
friends from other districts. 

Pamela Venable and Denise Harlem, 
bridge instructors, thank Barbara Clark for 
her untiring effort and support of youth 
bridge. They also thank Mr. Robert Pettit 
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Edwin Thomas and Robert Dixon-Johnson, 
Oakwood Avenue Community School, 
placed fifth/sixth in their section, tied with 
Johnson Jackson and Sayeed Bennett, Park 
Avenue with a 53.33% game. 

Ms. Barbara Clark, former district Director 
of Special Services, now retired, is still 
supporting the Orange school’s bridge 
effort, which she started, through her 
bridge associations and through her new 
role as Treasurer of the Orange Education 
Foundation. “It is a joy to see our students 
having continued success in bridge 
competitions,” said Ms. Clark, “I thank the 
district for its continued support.” 

Experience the joy of one of the most 
popular, inexpensive, challenging and 
enduring games of our times, on 
Saturday, April 23, 2016, at Park Avenue 
School, in the Learn Bridge in a Day 
Seminar (LBIAD).  See flyer below. 

 

and Dr. Myron Hackett, principals of 
Oakwood Avenue Community School and 
Park Avenue School, respectively, and the 
Orange Board of Education for their 
support. 

 

 

Pictured: Scenes from Bridge Tournament in 
Woodbridge. 
 

FYI 

Orange Public School District Job Fair 
Submitted by Mrs. Belinda Scott Smiley, Human Resources Administrator 

  

The Orange Board of Education Human Resources Department will be 
hosting a District Job Fair to fill vacancies for the 2016-2017 school year, 
on Saturday, April 2, 2016, from 9:00 AM until 12:00 PM, in the Multi-
Purpose room at Lincoln Avenue School, 216 Lincoln Avenue. 

Current and prospective vacancies are listed on the District website 
under the Human Resources link and will be periodically updated.  
Applicants will be required to possess a New Jersey Department of 

Education issued teaching or educational services certificate or proof of program 
completion or pending graduation, in order to be interviewed. 

District administrators will be conducting the interviews and candidates may be required to 
return for a demo lesson should the District be interested in offering an applicant contract. 

Mrs. Smiley, Human Resources Administrator, is hoping the majority of the district’s 
vacancies will be filled no later than June 1, 2016. The HR staff is visiting state universities 
and colleges, as well as, hosting the District Job Fair in order to obtain a sufficient number of 
applicant resumes to review or applicants to interview. 
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2016-2017 Preschool Registration Dates for March  
 

The Orange Early Childhood Department has scheduled preschool 
registration, for the 2016 - 2017 school year, on March 14, 15, 16 and 17. 
Please see the flyers below for registration requirements and times.  For 
more information, call 973-677-4500, ext. 1904 or 1918.  

 

Gifted and Talented Awareness Month Celebrated at Scholars Academy 
 

The Orange Public Schools will celebrate Gifted and Talented Awareness Month at Scholars 
Academy, with an Open House, from March 21 - 24, as follows: 

  

See flyer below. 

• Monday, March 21: Parents of Grade 7 & 8, 10:00-11:00 a.m.  
• Tuesday, March 22: All district personnel & Parents of Grade. 5 & 

6, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
• Wednesday, March 23: Parents of Grade 3 & 4,10:00-11:00 a.m.  
• Thursday, March 24: Parents of Grade K-2, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 
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Note: The Wiz will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. 
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