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Good Friday and Spring Recess 
District Closed, April 3 and April 6 - 10. Have a Wonderful Spring Break!  

AIDA: The Musical   
 

AIDA: The Musical, presented by the Visual and Performing Arts Department of Orange 
High School, in association with Orange Preparatory Academy, was an amazing show.  
Billed as part rock concert, part dance spectacular and part timeless romance, the cast, 
musicians and crew delighted audiences at each of the 4 performances from March 26 
through March 28.  
 
The lead actors were impassioned, projecting the feelings of love, loyalty and betrayal in 
this tale of forbidden love set in ancient Egypt. Based on an Italian opera, the musical, with 
songs by Elton John and Tim Rice, tells the story of Aida, an enslaved Nubian Princess and 
her conflicted captor, Radames, Captain of the Egyptian army, who presents Aida to his 
betrothed, Amneris, the Princess of Egypt, as a handmaiden. Aida struggles with her 
loyalties to her people, her father and love for Radames, while Radames separates himself 
from his father’s ambition for him to become ruler of Egypt..  
 
The cast included Sarahnia Casseus (Aida), Tashaun Benton (Radames), Marlena Brown 
(Amneris), Jon James, Jr. (Mereb, Radames’ Nubian servant), Zoser, Jean Fleurentis 
(Radames’ father and Chief Minister), Deandre Burke Pharaoh), Alaya Montgomery/Akia 
Lewin (Nehebka, Nubian slave) and Salomon Philippe (Amonasro, Aida’s father and Nubian 
King).  A strong ensemble cast of singers and dancers supported the production.  
 
The “Pit Musicians” led by the conductor, Mr. David Milnes, keyboards, provided live 
music to further enhance the show. The other musicians, a mix of teachers and students 
were, Mr. Terrence Thornhill, cello, Mr. Brian Silvoy, guitar, Mr. Thaddeus V. Hammond, 
bass, and Mr. Peter Abazia, along with student Howard George playing percussion and 
student Jennifer Alvarado playing violin.  “I am really proud and impressed with the cast 
and crew,” said Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Ronald C. Lee. “They are the reason why 
we support the arts in the Orange Public School District.” 
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Pictured (above): Scenes from AIDA: The Musical. 
 

Ms. Dana Levin, drama teacher at Orange 
High School, directed the show.  She was 
complimentary of her entire team, noting 
that the actors were truly in character for 
all four performances. Her team consisted 
of Assistant Director, Paddie Donohue; 
Musical Director, Mr. David Milnes; 
Assistant Musical Director, Mr. Pete 
Abazia; Choreographer, Ms. Tosha Brown, 
assisted by Ms. Jackie Selesky, Scenery, 
Ms. Stephanie Natiello; Set 

Construction/Tech Director, Ms. Tammy Baldwin; Costumes/Make-up, Ms. Marisa 
Merrigan and Production Manger, Ms. Rosa Lazzizera. (The cast and crew are pictured above) 

The Supervisor of the Visual and Performing Arts Department for the Orange schools, Mr. 
Peter Crosta, said, “This team lived up to all of my expectations of a skilled crew, stellar 
actors, singers, dancers and musicians; I couldn’t have asked for more!”  

Pictures of Aida, taken by Mr. Crosta, can be viewed at: http://www.orangearts.net/WebGalleries/AIDA/  

Female Achievers Celebrate Women’s History Month 
Submitted Max Nixon, SmartLab instructor, Orange High School 

On March 18, members from “The Female Achievers 
Mentoring Program” and founder, Ms. Karen Cooper, 
attended an informative presentation to honor 
Women’s History Month at Orange High School. Mr. 
Max Nixon, SmartLab Instructor, facilitated the 
preparation for this event executed by seniors Conroy 
McDonald and Xivandell Emmanuel. The presentation, 
entitled “Computer Programming” was designed to 
expose middle and high school female students to 
computer programming in order to encourage a 
career in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math). 

The workshop opened with a discussion about Black Women and the Tech Boom. It was 

Pictured: Female Achievers, Ms. 
Cooper, Conroy and Xivandell. 
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emphasized that “If you want to be in step with a career that will be dominated by decades 
of high-paying positions, technology could be the field for you.” According to the U.S. 
Department of Labor, by the year 2020 there will be more than 1.4 million computing 
related job openings in the United States. The goal of workshops like this is to inspire 
students, especially African-American females, to fill this technology need.  

 
Conroy and Xivandell  (pictured left) demonstrated to 
the young women the scope of what could be achieved 
by utilizing computer science. They conducted a fun 
introduction with an algorithm exercise (which was 
interactive with the audience).  The students then 
participated in a brief “Hour of Code,” and received 
assistance from Conroy and Xivandell.  The workshop 
ended with a question and answer (Q & A) session.  
 
 

Both Conroy and Xivandell are aspiring Game designers and entrepreneurs.  You can see 
and purchase their games at: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.CXprojects.Unstable. 

   
Pictured: Female Achievers at the March 18 workshop in honor of Women’s History Month. 

Additional Resources were presented to the attendee that would further their exposure to 
computer science: 
 

http://hourofcode.com/us 
http://codehs.com/ 
http://www.codeacademy.com/ 
https://codehs.com/(video)  

NSBE.org 
BDPA.org 
Blackgirlscode.com 
Girlswhocode.com 

 

March 2015 Board of Education Meeting 
 

The host school for the March 10 Board 
of Education Meeting was Forest Street 
School. They opened the meeting with 
the Pledge of Allegiance and their 
school creed, led by students Daijah 
Armstrong, Marjorie Menjivar, Rachel 
Menjivar, Edwin Michel, Johanna Michel 
and Arren Williams. Next, there was a 
presentation of the school’s 
MicroSociety.  
 
 

Students Wayne Comick and Brianna 

The MicroSociety School is an innovative design where 
children create a microcosm of the real world inside the 
school. Each student has a role in running that world. 
Young entrepreneurs produce goods and services, 
elected officials establish laws, CrimeStoppers keep the 
peace, judges arbitrate disputes, and reporters track 
down stories. All citizens earn wages in the school’s 
"Micro" currency, invest in product ideas, deposit and 
borrow money from "Micro" banks, and pay taxes, 
tuition and rent. Classroom connections are made 
throughout the day. (microsociety.org) 
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Larsen gave a PowerPoint presentation 
detailing the process the school 
followed to create Pantherville, Forest 
Street’s micro community. They 
discussed learning about various forms 
of government and chose to be a 
democracy. They gave details of the 
elections held to select a governing 
body and developed businesses and 
support services to allow their 
community to thrive.  Business managers 
proudly introduced themselves and 
described their enterprise, as follows: 
 
 

Name Business 
Khyri Brewer Pantherville Time 
Jah’Farri Brown Law School 
Sofia Estape Arts & Crafts 
Isaiah Innis Post Office 
Tairi Johnson Hip Hop Theatre 
Steve Lazarre Miguelto’s Copy 

Center 
Yse Wrantz Lubin Forest Street Scholars 

Institute 
Amanda Sherwood Forest Café 
Tatiana Smith Get Right Health & 

Fitness Spa 
Taniya Ward Fab Cards and Events 
Zaki Williams Warehouse 

  
Principal Yancisca Cooke closed out the 
student centered presentation with must 
thanks to all those involved in the 
school’s MicroSociety, in particular, ESL 
teacher, Mr. William Donnelly. She also 
thanked students, parents and staff for 
their attendance. The Board members 
were impressed with the activities 
outlined and congratulated Forest Street 
School for the development of their 
MicroSociety. 
 

 

 

 

 
Pictured (above): MicroSociety presentation slides 
and (bottom) Forest Street students who presented 
at Board meeting. 

 
Student of the Month: 
 
Superintendent Ronald C. Lee and Board of Education President, Mrs. Patricia A. Arthur, 
presented students with certificates for being selected Student of the Month (SOTM). On a 
monthly basis, students are recognized for exemplary behavior, academics and citizenship 
by their school. The students honored were: 
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 Jordanne Davenport Orange High School 

 

 Roderick Allen Career and Innovation Academy of Orange 
Taiwo Odunowo Orange Preparatory Academy 
Arielle Hamilton Cleveland Street School 
David Pallazhco Rosa Parks Community School 
Mikayla English Park Avenue School 
Kayla Fisher Heywood Avenue School 
Edwin Michel  Forest Street School 
Angelica Hercules Oakwood Avenue Community School 
Karina Tavarez  Lincoln Avenue School 

 
 
 
 

OHS SOTM with Assistant Principal 
Abdelaziz, her family, President 
Arthur and Superintendent Lee 

 
 

   
Pictured (left to right): Principal Dr. Stewart with CIAO’s STOM and parent; Principal Dr. Cummins 
with Cleveland’s SOTM and family; Principal Alcantara with Heywood’s SOTM and parent (along 
with President Arthur and Superintendent Lee). 
 

   
Pictured (left to right): Principal Cooke with the Forest STOM and family; Principal Mr. Pettit with 
Oakwood’s SOTM and family; Principal White with Lincoln’s SOTM and family (along with 
President Arthur and Superintendent Lee). 
 
Parent of the Month 
 

Forest Street School’s Parent of the Month was Ms. Amanda Sapong. Ms. Sapong was 
surprised that she was being recognized, because she was told one of her daughters was 
being honored. 

 

Ms. Sapong (pictured left with her children, 
Principal Cooke, President Arthur and 
Superintendent Lee) has been an active and 
committed Forest parent since the 2008-2009 
school year, when she registered her oldest 
daughter, Yaa, as a first grader. Yaa is now in the 
seventh grade. She also has a daughter, Na Na, 
who is in the fifth grade. 
 
Ms. Sapong has served as an executive board 
member of the PTO, represented Forest parents at 

the District Parent Academy and is also a cheerleading team parent. She is always available 
to assist with school wide events, and is an advocate for getting Forest parents involved. 
She is considered one of the school’s most active parents, and Forest Street School looks 
forward to her continued support. 
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2015-2016 District Budget Presentation 
 Mr. Adekunle James, Board Secretary and District Business 

Administrator presented, for approval, the 2015-2016 District 
Budget. His PowerPoint presentation detailed a balanced 
budget, which highlighted that the district has been “flat-
funded” for the past 4 years, with no increase in state aid 
over the current year’s aid. However, with prudent financial 
oversight and management, the budget supports major 
increases in salaries and benefits, without a reduction in 
positions or cuts in any academic programs.  (Please note 

that the Budget will be detailed in a future issue of the OBOE-Mail Blast.) 
 

National Endowment of the Humanities Summer Scholar 
Submitted by Ms. Linda Epps, Supervisor of History/Social Studies and Technology  

Mr. Marc Levinson, Social Studies teacher at Cleveland Street School, 
has been accepted as one of eighty teachers to participate in one-week 

workshops sponsored by the National Endowment of the Humanities this summer.  Mr. 
Levinson applied for two workshops and was accepted as a participant to both sessions.   

The Richest Hills: Mining in the Far West, 1862-1920 
http://www.neh.gov/divisions/education/other-opportunities/2013/the-richest-hills-mining-in-the-
far-west-1862–1920 

This workshop will address the contribution of western mining to the social and economic 
history of the United States through the study of the different types of mining in four 
Montana towns. Lectures and discussions address such topics as the technological 
processes of mining, capital and labor in the mining industry, the architecture and 
commercial life of Bannack, Virginia City, Helena, and Butte, African-American, Jewish, and 
Chinese communities, and relations with Native Americans in the region. 

Following in Ancient Footsteps: The Hopewell in Ohio 
http://www.creativelearningfactoryhopewell.org/ 
The goal of this program is to increase Summer Scholars’ knowledge and understanding of 
the cultural heritage of American Indians by introducing them to the key sites of the 
Hopewell culture in Ohio: the Newark Earthworks, Fort Ancient, and the Hopewell Culture 
National Historical Park. These sites are on the tentative list for nomination to World 
Heritage status. By visiting these internationally significant sites in connection with 
scholarly discussions, Summer Scholars will gain an appreciation for the complexity of an 
ancient American Indian culture and gain expertise in the use and interpretation of historic 
sites. 

The National Endowment for the Humanities is an independent grant-making agency of the 
federal government. As part of the NEH’s We the People program, NEH offers Landmarks of 
American History and Culture Workshops for schoolteachers. NEH’s workshops provide 
the opportunity for K-12 educators to engage in intensive study and discussion of important 
topics in American history and culture. These one-week programs give participants direct 
experiences in the interpretation of significant historical and cultural sites, and the use of 
archival and other primary evidence. Landmarks’ Workshops present the best scholarship 
on a specific landmark or related cluster of landmarks, enabling participants to gain a 
sense of the importance of historical places, to make connections between what they learn 
in the workshop and what they teach, and to develop enhanced teaching or research 
materials. 
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Oakwood Avenue School Implements the Supper Program 
Submitted by Mr. Robert Pettit, Principal, Oakwood Avenue Community School  

On Tuesday March 17, 2015 Oakwood Avenue Community School implemented the Adult 
Care Food Program (Supper Program).  All two hundred children who participate in our 
after school extended day programs are eligible for a supper meal at no cost.  We are 
proud to be one of two schools in the district to offer our students breakfast, lunch, snack 
and supper, during the course of the day.  

    
Pictured: Students at Oakwood Avenue Community School during Supper Program, along with 
food service staff members. 
 

The Supper Program ties in to Oakwood’s school-wide Alliance for a Healthier Generation 
initiative, ensuring that all Oakwood Avenue Community School students receive three 
healthy, well-balanced meals a day.     

To round out the school’s nutrition program, Oakwood Avenue community School has 
recently applied for a Fruits and Vegetables Grant. This grant will allow student to be 
served a fruit/vegetable snack after every physical education class.  

Scholars Academy Turns Into Scholars-ville! 
Submitted by Mrs. Karen Machuca, Principal, Scholars Academy  

The school community at Scholars 
Academy celebrated Dr. Seuss day for 
the month of March and turned their 
school into Scholars-ville!  Upon entering 
the building, all visitors were greeted 
with a table full of counting 
“manipulatives” created by Ms. Florita 
Blake, ESL teacher, and Truffula trees 
from The Lorax by Mrs. Tarinesha Bush, 
PreK teacher.  All classroom doors were 
decorated with a Dr. Seuss themed book 
and the hallways welcomed guests with 
Happy Birthday signs and a 6-foot Cat in 
the Hat made by Ms. Mynera Jean, PreK 
teacher!   

Students enrolled in the Gifted and 
Talented program had the opportunity to 
share their love of reading with the 
Preschool students and extended their 
bonding experience with lunch buddies!   
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Parents were invited to read to classes 
and Principal Mrs. Machuca donned the 
Cat in the Hat outfit to kick off the month 
as she read to students.  Parents were 
invited to enjoy Green Eggs and Ham in 
Ms. Jean’s class. All the preschool 
students participated in making the tasty 
treat of blue Jello and gummy fish 
donated by Amy Burns, Master Teacher, 
to celebrate the book: One Fish, Two Fish, 
Red Fish, Blue Fish.   

Currently, Scholars Academy is 
transforming the school’s environment in 
preparation for celebrating the Week of 
the Young Child, April 13-17, and 
continues the theme of parent 
involvement!  
 

Pictured (right - top to bottom): Scholars-ville 
Lobby Area; Hop on Pop door by Ms. 
Barbosa’s class; Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss; 
Mrs. Machuca reading to Ms. Jean’s class; 
Scholars (GT) students reading to PreK; 
Parents enjoying Green Eggs and Ham. 

 

 

 

FYI  
2015-2016 Preschool Registration - New Schedule Announced for April and May  

 
The Orange Township Public School District began 
preschool registration for the 2015-2016 school year 
on March 2. All children who are residents of 
Orange and will be 3 or 4 years of age by October 1, 
2015, are eligible to attend free, full day, pre-school, 
in the Pre-K 3 or Pre–K 4 class.  

The April and May Spring registration session is as follows: 
• April 2015, Tuesdays – 21st, 28th  
• May 2015, Tuesdays – 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th   

                            
Registration will take place from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., with the last sign in at 1:00 p.m., at 
the Orange Early Childhood Center, located at 397 Park Avenue in Orange 
Two proofs of residency are required, as well as child's original birth certificate 
and immunization record. Also, parent or legal guardian must show a current lease or 
mortgage statement and a picture ID. For more information, call 973-677-4500 ext. 1904 or 
1918.  (See flyers below) 

Coming in a Future Issue:  

• Cleveland Street Black History and Women’s History Celebration  
• Park Avenue Sisterhood Luncheon 
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